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DLECLARATION OF PETER J, MORIN, MLD,, Ph.D.

1, Peter I, Morin, huve porsonal knowledge of the facts stated in this declarntion and,
£ ealled as 2 witness, | conld and would testify compotently thereto under oath, T declare as
foilows:

1. Tam ancurologizt cenified by the American Board of Psychiatry and Neurology, 1
practice neurology in Magsachusetts and in Maine. [ serve a3 Instcior of Nentalopy st the
Roston University School of Medleine and Director of Outpatient Services for the New England
GRECC (Gerlatrie Rescarch Education and Clinieal Center) at the Pedford VAMC, In that
capacity, [ supervise a 50-bed hospice ward for individuzls in the advanced steges of dementia. !
perform molecular research in neurology and newraseience. [ am also principal investigator for
seyeral nevrclogical clinienl research studies 2and serve as a neurclogist for the Framinghnm
Heart Study. Tam providing this declaration s 2 neurologist, and not as a representative of
Haston University of of the Department of Veterans Affairs.

2. My knowledge of Terri Schiavo’s situatinn is jndirect. Thave not been provided an
opporiunity to review the medical record, nor to examine M=, Schiave. What kaowledge 1 have
aboust har sinatlon derivey from the nows media and ‘ccmvcmmians with individuals who have
followed the case carefully.

3. Based upon this informatlon, T am concerned about the management of Ms. Schiavo’s
condition. Az » neuralogist whe eares for the dying, 1 have a considersble intercst in the eional
mansgement of such cases, bath by atending physicians and by the court.

4. My first concern regrods the quality of the information used by the court to estahlish Ms,
Schiavo’s intentions in the svent of serious neurological injury. Thavis naver met a 25-year-old
outside of medical school who seriously eomsidored such umusual possibilities re garding hex
medality. In my experience, where an indjvidual’s wishes are uncerimin {That i3, where they hav
not previcusly heen expressed in wiiting), the medical community defers to the rore
conservative course of action, This iz especinlly trne when there are family memhers wha are
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willing and able to assume the burden of care, 1 am concerned that if patients’ intentions are
cxsmanalated from verbal reports, then physicians in pencral, and neurologists in particular, will
be acked 1o toraminaia il suppor based upon less than definittve evidence of an individual's
wishes. Surely the criteria for ending someong’s life should be stringent and well-defined.
Daced upon what T know of Ma. Schiave’s situatlon, ncither of thess conditions has been met.

5. Secondly, [ am concerned that the medical information vindet consideration is not
contemporancors with the decision at hand. Tt is my wnderatanding that Ms. Sebiava bas aot had
a medical, let slone a newological, cvatuation since 2002 ot befare, Since her neurological
status Is disputed, a decision should not be made based on outdated information. Given the

uncertainty of her nourological status, current technology should be brought Lo bear on her

 current situation. It is my understanding that Ms. Schisvo bad a neuroimaging t2st some three or

more yoars ago and that hee last electroencepbalogram was more than ten ycars ago. Unless
fhess tosts were conolnsive {i.2.. shawed indisputable, severe or exiensive brain inyJ, they can
hardly bz conaidered relevant to her earrenl nourologicel states. A quality and unbinsed

neurolopical svalustion and appropricte diagnostic tosts need o be obtaincd of the time of

decisione-making, cven when the declsion-making process fas bzen prolonged. Failure to do so

in  high-profile case such as this can only lower the tlreshold for inappropristely withholding
Jifasaving medical support for other neurofogicaily compromsed individuals,

6. 1 have diccussed this matier with other neurelogists, While all neurologists undersiand
that some cases of coma and PVS are logically managed by not continuing lifo support, there ix &
senorat concern regarding management of yiphly uncertain cases. Even if it eon be estabiished
{hat Ma. Schiavae's changes for a meaningful penralogical recovery arc very low, 1t cannot be
estahlished that her chances are zero, If there is no written indication that shz would not wish to
comain alive under these civcumstonces, and if there are family members willing tn assume the
wurden of her care, then pood peuralogical praciice wonld give thoge family members the

cpperiwaity t provide that care. Fsdablished cfhics socicties and comumittees, some independent
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and some assaciated with national nevrological organizations, should consider this matter and its

implicaticns prier to a final decision being renderad.
I declare under the pepalty of perrry under the laws of the Commonweakh of Masasnchusetts

that the foregoing is true and correct.

Uxccoted thia &k dayeof  March, 2005, in Necdham, Massachusetis

/

?Erfr 1. Morin, M.D, Ph.D, Beclarant
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